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MEMORANDUM FOR THE VICE
THE SECRBTARY OF BTAT i
THE SECR )EFH
THE DIR]j DF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
THE DI JRAL. INTELLIGENCE
THE CHAINGAL CHIEFS OF STAFF
SUBJECT: Approval of NSDD on Central America (C)

The President has approved the attached National Security
Decision Directive (NSDD) on Central America. (C)

The NSDD establishes an Interagency Group on Nicaragua (IG/N)
under the Chairmanship of_th 2gigtant Secretary of State for
Inter-American Affairs. rther authorizes the IG/N to
provide the overall polig guidanc » interagency coordination,
and supervision of all pgikgr ied out with funds

appropriated by Title IIBpf 987 Military Construction
Appropriations Act. (S)

The IG/N shall function
structure as established

January 12, 1982 and
Executive Secretariat fup

pe provided by the NSC. (C)
FOR THE PRESIDENT:

John M. Poindexter

Attachment
NSDD-248
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NATIONAL SECURITY DECI
DIRECTIVE NUMBER 248

Introduction

Title II of the act making appropriations for military construc-
tion for the Department of Defense for the fiscal year end1ng
September 30, 1987 and for other purposes, as contained in

Public Law 99-500, approved on October 18, 1986 (the "Act"), sets
forth United States policy toward Central America and, .in
particular, toward Nicara urtherance of the policy
objectives set forth in - e Congress has made available
funds for increased assi : he Central American democracies
as well as assistance to : aTaguan democratic resistance.
The use of these funds i bject by the Act to a number of
legal requirements. 1In e maintenance of bipartisan
support within the Congxy 3t-ial to the attainment of
vital United States objgPti D CqAtral America. It is impera-
tive that the authority and fund have been provided by the
Congress be used in a ma : serves these vital United
States objectives, meej quirements and maintains the
support of the Congre se ends, this directive
establishes a structuré lementation of the Act. (8)

I. Assistance for the Central American Democracies

A, Economic Su rt Fund Assistance. Subject to the
policy guidance, coordination and supervision of the Secretary of
State in accordance with Section 207(a) of the Act, the Admini-
strator of the Agency for International Development shall utilize
available funds for programs, projects and activities that will
give maximum effect to t} dations of the National
Bipartisan Commission onfentral erica, including the establish-
ment of a Central Americ ent Organization. (S)

The Secretary of State a

pinistrator shall assure that
?he Congress and the puh

rmed on how this assistance
D , ensive strategy for
reinforcing democratic ®fends, om@@ing economic recovery and

growth, and broadening opportunjieglfor the people of Central
America. (S)
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Recommendations. The Se tate, the Administrator, and
the Director of the Offiguiil¥ @ment and Budget shall each
designate a representatiWe to ag@working group which shall

direct the development of the P aj the preparation of the
report required by Secti 205 (g bf the Act. The working
group shall be chaired ntative of the Secretary of
later than February 1, 1987.
The Secretary of Agricu¥gm g designate a representative for
consultation with the wor group on more effective use of
agricultural commodities in accordance with Section 205(c) (2) of
the Act. (S)

C. Facilitation of Participation by Central American
Democracies in Regional Meetings and Neqgotiations. The $2,000,000
provided by Section 205(d) (1) of the Act will be used by the
Secretary of State to facilitate the participation of Costa Rica,
El salvador, Guatemala, apd_E as in regional meetings and
negotiations to promote p lity, and security in Central
America. The Secretary d authorized to use any balance
of the $2,000,000 specif{ild on 205(d) (1) not needed for
this purpose as a contrillti gward meeting the initial costs

of implementing a negoti ment of the Central American
conflict, in accordance

II. Assistance for the Ni n D@nocratic Resistance

A. Policy Guida : : ervision. The

President's executive gwer% the
Secretary of State's r&@monsibil i
Act require an effective

8 under Section 207(a) of the
Or policy formulation, decisions
and implementation. For this purpose there is hereby established
the following special interagency structure which, except as
otherwise provided herein, will function within the National
Security Council (NSC) structure established by NSDD-2 of

January 12, 1982. (S)

ua (IG/N). To provide
supervision of activities
relating to the Nicaraqua c resistance, the policies

. Al AtEers, a limited-attendance IG/N
is established under the - ecurity Council structure.
The IG/N shall be chairef Assistant Secretary of State for
Inter-American Affairs ajB
Department of Defense,
Chiefs of Staff, and theéNatio
tives of other departments and a
specific matters to be 5
the Chairman. The IG/)
The IG/N will:

ptelligence Agency, the Joint
urity Council. Representa-
es with responsibility for
attend on invitation by

ly meet at the White House.
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-- Ensure that propose it e Mtes Government activities :
with.respect to the : pan@lemocratic resistance are

fully integrated wi
and security policy
Central America.

es diplomatic, economic, !
bncerning Nicaragua and

-- Review and approve
Nicaraguan democra Ance, and the funding for that
assistance. (S)

-- Ensure compliance with all requirements of law, effective
consultation with and reports to the Congress and the needs
of public diplomacy in the conduct of programs and activities
relating to the Nicaraguan democratic resistance. (S)

== Monitor the execution of approved policies and decisions and
evaluate the adequag tiveness of such execution.

(s)
Sroup on Nicaragua (SIG/N). To -
s are fully informed, and have

2.
assure that senior polic
the opportunity to revie
the Under Secretary of §
and chair regular meeti

% SHR/N at intervals not longer
than 90 days. Bthe@EIG/N will consist of
representatives of deparjihe : aliencies represented on the
IG/N, above the rank of it Sg¥retary. The Deputy Assistant

iona y Affairs (Foreign Policy)
. The Under Secretary of
State for Political Affa also convene and chair special
meetings of the SIG/N as may be necessary to review issues that
are not resolved by the Chairman of the IG/N and require
immediate decision, or otherwise warrant review by senior policy
officials. (8)
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